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I am a . . .
100%

1. Librarian

0%

2. Professor in a subject discipline

0%

3. Neither

0%

4. Both

Information Literacy
 Hunh?
 Information literacy is a set of abilities

requiring individuals to "recognize when
information is needed and have the ability to
locate, evaluate, and use effectively the
needed information.“
-Association of College and Research
Libraries

Who cares?
 Student success and retention
 Information overload
 Employment

 Empowered individuals
 Only those nations that become “learning societies”

will be able to maintain their social and economic
equilibrium in this global village where the
predominant characteristics are intense competition
and rapid change” –Major R. Owens, 1991

Information Literacy Standards
 ACRL General
 ACRL Subject specific
 http://bit.ly/pdq0O3

Higher Education
Standard One
The information literate student determines the nature and
extent of the information needed.
Performance Indicators:
1. The information literate student defines and articulates the
need for information.
Outcomes Include:
a. Confers with instructors and participates in class discussions,
peer workgroups, and electronic discussions to identify a
research topic, or other information need
b. Develops a thesis statement and formulates questions based on
the information need

Anthropology and Sociology
Standard One – Know what kind of information is needed
What the student needs to do:
1. Define and articulate the information need.
a. Identifies and describes a manageable research topic or other
information need appropriate to the scope of research questions in
anthropology and sociology, using discipline-specific terminology,
methods, and contexts.
b. Reads background sources in anthropology and sociology to
increase familiarity with the topic. Examples: Encyclopedia of
Social Issues; Encyclopedia of Cultural Anthropology; Sage Encyclopedia of
Social Science Research Methods

Science and Technology
Standard One
1. The information literate student determines the nature and
extent of the information needed.
Performance Indicators
1. Defines and articulates the need for information.
Outcomes include that the student:
a. Identifies and/or paraphrases a research topic, or other
information need such as that resulting from an assigned lab
exercise or project.
b. Consults with instructor/advisor for appropriateness of
topic, research project, or laboratory exercise question.

Creating outcomes that don’t take from
the subject experience
 It’s easier if you know what they already know
 Longer assignments are sometimes more

appropriate

Along the way
 KISS
 Measure one thing at a time
 One simple thing

Example 1: political science class
Defines the nature and extent of information needed
1.2. Identifies a variety of types and formats of potential
sources for information.
1.2.d.Identifies the purpose and audience of potential
resources (e.g. popular vs. scholarly vs. historical)
1.

Which of the following is a scholarly
source?
0%
100%
0%

An amicus brief
2. An article in Law and Policy
3. A copy of a law, obtained from Lexis Nexis
1.

Example 2: English 102 class
2. Accesses needed information effectively and efficiently.
2.2. Constructs and implements effectively-designed
search strategies.
2.2.c. Identifies keywords, synonyms and related
terms for the information needed.

Which is the best search to find books
and articles about gun control?
0%
0%
100%

Gun control or firearms and safety
2. (gun* and firearm*) or (law* and legislation and control)
3. (gun* or firearm*) and (law* or legislation or control)
1.

Your Class
 Select an outcome(refer to worksheet)
 Write assessment question

Questions? Comments?

